Where’s the Fruit?
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Here we are, a little more than a week after the great celebration of the Resurrection. I imagine that most of us spent that wonderful day with our church families, our earthly families, and our friends. Reflection, refreshment, and fellowship abounded. Yet now, a few short rows on the calendar later, real life has resumed. Our lives are filled once again with errands, schoolwork, housework…and life. Sure, we may ponder the inspirational messages we heard on that glorious day, and we may reflect with fondness on the time spent with family and friends, but in this couple of weeks after the victory celebration, I ask you – where’s the fruit? Where is the fruit in keeping with repentance that should be displayed in each believer’s life? Our religious ceremonies and family celebrations have limited impact on their own, but when coupled with the leading of the Holy Spirit and the truth of the Good News, they will move us to worshiping Jesus and living a more passionate Christian life.
You know, Jesus told a crowd that the difference between the false prophets and those who followed the truth would be shown through the fruit produced in the life of the individual. They would spot the true believer or the liar by how their lives were lived, and by how they invested each moment, each minute, and each resource. Would it be for personal gain or for God’s glory? Would the actions and reactions be based on faith for fantasy? God will hold each of us accountable for the way we implement and live out what we know of Him. Don’t believe me? Brush up on the passage in Matthew 7. In Matthew 7:20 Jesus sums up the thought with this: “So then, you will know them by their fruits.” This truth is relevant for us today. Let not the complacent and compromised among us sour our fruit salad. Join the work of those who have resolved to pick up their crosses and follow Jesus – no matter where the path may lead.
Where are you reaching out in your community with the love of Christ? Where are our sisters and brothers giving a cup of water in Jesus’ Name? Who is boldly proclaiming the truth of the gospel to the lost in his midst? As believers of God Most High, and disciples of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our goal is not only to “do church” together. It is to “be” the church together. The hands and feet of the body of Christ reaching, teaching, proclaiming, helping, and living out the message that was important enough that God’s only Son came to earth to die for it.

Does your life bear witness to your faith? Do your actions, as John admonished in 1 John 2:6, reveal that you “walk as Jesus did”? Oh, I challenge each of us to not let the recent celebration be the end of our fervor for the Lord. Let’s make it an everyday boldness; a day-by-day passion to share the hope of salvation.

