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Starting a new year brings new resolutions on life and new goals for the future. We tend to hit a mental “restart” button with each January 1st, and find ourselves filled with anticipation concerning what the new season of life will bring. 

Weight loss planned? 

New job desired? 

Better housekeeping? 

Nicer friends? 

Whatever the decision, you set your sights on the desired outcome, and hit the road once again – off and running to a better you.

My challenge to us all this January is simple. What will we resolve to do concerning our faith walk? How will we challenge ourselves, stand firm, and commit to grow in our spiritual life? How will we dedicate ourselves to becoming more like Jesus?

I ask you this because I too have evaluated such questions each January. I want this January to pale in comparison to the next New Year. I long for a life that is continually growing and more closely reflecting Jesus Christ in every area; including every interest and every idle moment.

This year, as you are reading this article, I am half way across the world. In Africa. On mission. While this may seem like some superwoman proclamation, I need to be transparent. I’m chicken. In fact, I’ve been calling myself “chicken Momma” because I, as a mother of a pre-teen, am traveling to lands I never thought I’d be going. I’ve resolved to travel in spite of my fears. Doing things I always wanted to avoid in the natural. Being used by God while inside I still see the person I never thought God would be able to use. Why go? Because God said so, and I am sold out to Him and will do whatever will bring Him glory and honor. I know the difference between the mess I was and the victorious believer that I now am. Each day I resolve to choose victory.
Don’t get me wrong. I have basked the convenience of our culture and the comfort of complacency…and only a love affair with my Savior has changed that skin-deep focus. I’m a “Holiday Inn” camper by nature who now travels to dusty lands where there isn’t a guarantee of a flush toilet being there when you need it. Why? Because God spoke to my heart and asked, “who will we send” and my heart responded with an obedient yet somewhat fearful heart… “here am I, send me.” And, I have resolved to share the gospel of Jesus Christ wherever my “chicken Momma” feet will tread. Pray for us this month as our team travels. I’ll share our adventures with you next month!

** Don’t forget! Jennifer’s new Bible study, “Verses We Know by Heart: Discovering the Details of Familiar Old Testament Passages” releases January 22, 2008 with Randall House publishers. You can find more information on her website www.ministryforlife.com and the Randall House website www.randallhouse.com.

