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We are melting in the heat of summer. Pools are overflowing with gleeful children splashing here and there. Yards and gardens are filled with plants and flowers reaching through the sun’s powerful rays, stretching out to absorb more of the needed light. Men are doing their best to grill with skill and passion…smoke rising from the coals, meat burning and guests salivating…awaiting the masterpieces being created by the chef. Families are planning vacations both near and far, hoping to find some entertainment in a new venue. Life is just different in the summer months, isn’t it?

As we plan our vacations, and dream of our exotic destinations, I have a question. Do we think as much about our eternal destination? Do we plan and get everything in our lives in order so that we are prepared when the time comes to travel to our far off home? Our travel to heaven depends on our relationship with Jesus. That ticket is paid by His blood, and written with His grace, our repentance, and our faith. We have to decide to fill that ticket out – we choose to plan for eternity in heaven…if we don’t, God has created another destination, one that feels much hotter than our most sweltering summer day.
Preparation for eternity takes much more than a one time decision. Accepting Jesus as our Savior is only the beginning of our walk of faith. Our life with Him is far more than fire insurance, designed to keep us out of hell but happy in our own choices here on earth. Planning, no, living for eternity, takes an intentional daily focus on the final destination. We are to live as though we understand what it took for Jesus to make the sacrifice, and with the joy that comes from the hope we have in Him. Every part of our day will be affected by our relationship with Jesus. Our choices will be made in light of what we know as truth. Each step we make will lead us closer to the goal of living a life that is pleasing to our Savior. Our goals are decided in light of our view of our eternal standing.
Living in light of eternity brings us victory on earth! We don’t need to walk around with our heads hung low, dreading the day of our passing, or even obsessing about the certainty of death. But we do need to keep in mind that this is not our home! Earth is our temporary dwelling place – and Jesus promised (as recorded in Matthew) that He has gone to prepare a place for us. Jesus Christ is going to take us with Him to a literal heaven. 
Our final destination is described at the end of the Book of Revelation, and it is intoxicatingly beautiful. Better than any resort vacation view. Heaven is superior to any far off cruise destination. Much more spectacular than the most exotic dream vacation we can design. Yet the most magnificent feature of heaven is not the scenery; it is the unending fellowship with God. We will dwell with God for eternity. We will have perfect community with Jesus and the entire body of believers. No more strife. No rainy days. No bad hair days. Can you imagine?
In our heat scorched, sun exposed, vacation planning months of summer, I encourage us all to look at each moment on earth as a gift from God…where we can share our hope in Jesus, witness to others about the great things He has done in our lives, and understand that something so much greater than we can imagine awaits those who believe in Him.

