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What is this thing called “purpose”, and why are we in pursuit of our purpose? Aside from the obvious answer, “because a famous book and teacher said we needed to be purpose driven”, why are we pursuing our purpose? Not long ago these buzzwords escaped our every day language, but now it seems we cannot break away from this dialogue. So, I challenge you: as you pursue your purpose, is your pursuit of God increasing too?

There are a lot of things that we can claim as our purpose in life -- many good, necessary, helpful, and valid things. With our claimed purpose comes identity, focus, priority and goals for living. Whatever we decide our purpose in life may be, our daily activities, our perceived calling in God’s kingdom, and our daily interactions will be focused on things which we think fall within the parameters of our purpose. Our life will show the results of our commitment to our purpose.
Let’s use my own life and ministry as an example. On the surface, it may look as though my personal purpose is to write, speak, and teach. A little below that surface, people may see that my purpose is to get people into the Word of God, and encourage them in their walk with the Lord. Yet the foundational root of it all is this: I long for God to speak through me in order to draw others to Himself. However that manifests, I’ll do it. You see, all of these things I mentioned are true, and are all a part of my purpose, but the layers of this truth reveal the true process of purpose and pursuit. Let’s take a look at that root, process, and result of purpose again:

The root: Pursuing God, and obeying Him, allowing Him to work through my life to draw others to Himself: to glorify God.

The process: To get people in the Word, encourage them in their walk with the Lord

The result: To write, speak, teach
The Holy Spirit has been faithful to lead me and guide me into the ways that Jesus’ message can be spread throughout my life and sphere of influence. As we’ve seen through this example, my true purpose is to pursue God and glorify Him through sharing His truth with others. The purpose others may see is actually the result of that purpose. Same purpose, different levels -- see the difference? In each step, the pursuit of God permeates the perceived purpose.
As a people of God, are we seeking the result or the root of our purpose? I want to encourage you today that even if you have been focused on the result side of the process, it is never too late to ask the Lord to make sure your foundation is strong…and in doing so, your purpose in life will become more certain, and the impact you will be able to have on this world, in the Name of Jesus, will be increased beyond anything you’ve ever imagined.

As a child of God Most High, a daughter and son of the King of kings and Lord of lords, the root of our purpose is simple:

· Glorify and honor the King 

· Obey and submit, die to self, and pick up our crosses and follow Him 

· Pursue God, and let Him reveal our purpose
Ok, ok…easier said than done, but this is our purpose…to pursue God. As Christians, everything that becomes our purpose in ministry, life, goals, or intentions should and will line up with our purpose in Christ Jesus, our hope of glory in eternity, and our belief that we must know the Son to know the Father. Once this foundational pursuit of God is taking place in our life, we can walk in the freedom of knowing that the Lord will reveal His calling for our lives, and His purpose for our ministry, life, and service to Him.

And you know what? Many times that God-given purpose is the last thing we thought we’d ever be doing. But oh, how God’s calling and equipping through the Holy Spirit surpasses our greatest ideas and plans. It is amazing what God can do in a life that is dedicated to pursuing Him, and allowing Him to decide our purpose. And, that purpose will bring forth the same outcome: the glorification of God.
Take a moment to ponder these questions for personal reflection:
· How do you view your life’s purpose? 

· What do you see as your highest priority, your special gifts, or your God given abilities? 

· Are you joining your life with your abilities to magnify God, and share His truth with the world?

· Honestly evaluate your goals and perceived purpose in life. Is your purpose rooted and grounded in the pursuit of God? 

· Who gets the glory for the things you accomplish, and the goals you are setting?

· How can you re-focus your purpose and pursuit in order to glorify God and seek His will for your life in greater measure?
