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With the celebration of Mother’s Day still fresh on our minds, let’s take a moment to discover the source of true beauty of the women we hold so dear; whether mothers, wives, daughters, or friends. If “beauty is in the eye of the beholder”, what exactly is it our eyes are drawn to? When we enter a room, are we focused on the uber popular, the girl dripping in fine gold, or the one who only says the things others want to hear? I venture to guess that we all look for something more when we interact with the special people in our lives – we long for transparency, integrity, and someone who is passionate about the things of God.

I have met so many beautiful women in my lifetime, and very few of them were adorned with overbearing costumes from the culture’s “best dressed” list. Many times, the most attractive women we encounter have little need for makeup or jewelry, and they almost never wear the haute couture pieces found in glamorous magazines. Have you seen these women? Do you have one or two in your life? The godly women I’m speaking of exude the love of Jesus wherever they go, whatever they are wearing, and however little makeup they may have on their faces. To me, this natural beauty that lets the Holy Spirit’s presence shine through is the most wonderful sight. See, true beauty, as the Lord designed, comes from within…comes from the essence of who the woman is in Christ. It’s all about relationship.
One of my missionary friends is such an example. So natural in appearance, yet with one word, smile, or prayer, she simply glows with her love for the Lord, and everyone is captured by her presence. She lives out the following instruction from Peter, “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.” (1 Peter 3:3-5). One moment chatting with her about the things of God and you too will be captivated by her beauty and strength…and will be longing to become such a godly person as well. May we spend this week praising God for the women in our lives who love the Lord, love their families, and love each friend with the love of Jesus.
